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Top Right: Wooden nuts and 
bolts. Above Left: Pear bowl. 
Above Right: Wenge, 
yellowheart, bloodwood, 
Indian Ebony, Brazilian, and 
East Indian Rosewood vessel. 
Center left: A collection of 
miniature vases. Bottom 
left: Chilean mesquite yarn 
bowl. Bottom right: Apple 
wood and purple heart coffee 
mug.
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This page, clockwise from top left: Spalted hackberry 
hollowform, carved; Maple mushrooms on a walnut slab; 
Spalted birch cell phone amplifier; Cherry burl bowl; Yew 
and epoxy resin. Facing page, clockwise from top left: 
Oak four-legged bowl with pyrography; European purple 
beech box; Box elder box with red cedar lid; Box elder bowl; 
Box elder bowl.
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Your art belongs in our newsletter! Email hi-res images to 
editor@worldwidewoodturners.org. Include a brief description and make 

sure you identify yourself!

Ever since watching Billy Dillard's laser system in late 
2021 on worldwidewoodturners.org I've wanted a 
laser system just to sign my wood projects. I've 
been searching for basically 3 things. 

     1 relatively inexpensive
     2 small foot print
     3 easy to use software (very short learning 
curve)

After seeing the LaserPecker software on a friends 
phone, I bought a LaserPecker, LP1 Pro from 
Amazon for $259 (At 500mw (1/2 watt), it is not 
made to engrave metal, glass or plastic).

The new LP1 Pro, with the "280" firmware, is able to 
use the "LaserPecker Design Space" software.
No matter which LP software you use, you will need 
to download it to your phone and is very easy to 
create text to write your name with a very short 
learning curve.

The following is for the LDS software.
- Open the software and connect to the unit
- Click on the "create" button
- Click on the "text" button and start typing. You can 
even create multiple lines of text by pressing the         
enter key and type again.
- When you are through entering your text, click on 
the "check mark" at the top of the open window.
- Now you can use the bottom right corner button to 
increase the width of the line of text. The height is 
automatic. Or you can also set the width by clicking 
on the width button (on the same row of option with 
fonts, curve, etc.)
- There is also a line of options closer to the bottom 
to modify the text (fonts, style, align rows, curve, 
etc.
- If you like the text, click on "Preview" at the top of 
the window. After a few reminders you can align the 
preview window on your project.
- When you are ready to burn it, click on "next" and 
"send file"
- You can keep the default settings or change them. 
One of the options on this page is the material you 
are burning.
- Click on "Start" and after a few reminders it will 
begin burning. 

After I had burned my name in several projects I 

ventured out to find other 
options in this software.
The next option I explored 
was "curve" (on the same row 
of option with fonts).

This feature will let you curve 
the text at a desired radius. It 
will curve up, down or in a 
complete circle. Great for bowl 
bottoms and logos. The 
problem I had was guessing 
the size of the curve. This 
setting is numerical. It just 
happens to be in degrees 
(they don't tell you) from "0" 

being a straight line to "360" being a complete circle.

I'm now using a round center finder (CF) that is also 
marked in degrees. This allows me to see the arc 
that will be burned. Place the CF on the project and 
decide on which circle (distance from center) you 
want your text. Using your text width, measure 
straight across, from one degree line to another until 
you find where the text will fit between the lines. 
Subtract one from the other, this is the "Curve" 
setting.

30 degrees of the circle is a "curve" setting of "30'. 
This is easy to see on the CF or protractor. Once you 
have set the curve, you will need to reset the width 

of the burn. 

Go to the width 
setting (on the same 
row of option with 
fonts, curve, etc.) 
Click on width and 
set it to the width 
you want it to burn.

The software places 
the text at equal 
distances around the 
curve. This will not 
look correct around a 
large curve. You can 
add spaces before 
and after the text to 

compensate for this. 

LaserPecker is an option for laser engraving
By Bob Grinstead
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World Wide Woodturners meets every 
Wednesday night at 7:00 PM EST. Go to 

worldwidewoodturners.org and click “Go to 
Meeting.” Meetings are free and open to 

everyone. Demonstrations weekly!

I bought a "ProCraft Compass Tool" from TEMU for 
$3.32 with free shipping. I scribed a solid line every 
10 degrees, just to be able to see it better.

I am using my drill press to hold the unit. It makes it 
easier to set up the 200mm focal point. 200mm is 
not critical, the unit has a large depth of field (the 
area, + or- of the 200mm where it is still in focus. 
Getting further away from 200mm just makes it 
slightly out of focus till it won't burn or look good.

I took a picture of a friends logo and was able to 
easily use this .jpg file to create and burn his logo 
and some text on a project he had. The software 
created it on two different layers that you could 
separately manipulate and move around, Then burn 
separately or together as one burn.
It will accept nearly any type of file that you can put 
on your phone, even pdf's.  

I am definitely not an expert on the LP and may 
never use more features, but I thought I would 
share the three features that have made the 
investment worthwhile for me.

VictorTodd

Patrick Hoggard

Todd Williams

Above left: Walnut mushrooms; Above right: 
Pear bowl. Left: Pine cones in resin.
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John LaChance

Archie Hebron

Jeff Walters

Heather Budarick

Above Left: Turned and carved hollowform. 
Avbove: Basket illusion bowl. Left: Dragon pen 
kit in resin. Right: Multi-axis snowman. 


